
Page 8 

13. Ohio Buckeye (Aesculus glabra). 
The Ohio Buckeye grows to a medium-sized full tree with 
seasonal colors showing greenish-yellow blossoms in the 
spring and orange, yellow and reddish leaves in the fall.  A 
mature tree will reach 30-40’ in height and 20-30’ wide in 
our area.  The seed husks and shiny brown nuts found 
inside are toxic to humans.  The tree and fruit are similar 
to Horse Chestnut trees which is one of the 13 genus 
(cousins) to the Buckeye (also toxic to humans if eaten).   
Mythical folklore centers around carrying the shiny brown 
nuts in ones pockets, or on a string around the neck for 
good luck, good health, curing headaches, rheumatism, and 
all kinds of ailments, even increased potency in males.  
During the Civil war, soldiers carried the Buckeye’s for safety and believed no man was ever 
found dead with a Buckeye in his pocket.

14. Linden (Tilia sp.). 
Linden trees, also known as Basswood or Lime, feature leaves that 
are heart-shaped and asymmetrical and bear tiny pea-shaped fruit 
that contain many seeds.  Fragrant yellow flowers appear in the 
summer and attract bees.  In their youth, Linden trees have a 
pyramidal shape, though as the tree grows (up to 70 feet), it 
develops a more rounded crown. Lindens are popular with furniture 
and cabinet makers for their straight grain.  Other uses include: 
perfume; headache, colds cough and fever medicine; flavoring for 
tea and oils; additives to hot baths to relieve stomach ailments.  
During the Viking Era, the tree's bark was often used to build shields. 
Meanwhile, artists in the Middle Ages used Linden branches to 
construct models and carve out elaborate sculptures.

15. Serviceberry (Amelanchier sp.).
This small (15 to 25 feet tall) tree, also known as Juneberry or 
Shadberry, has an open growth pattern and is a native to our 
mountain streams. White blossoms in early spring appear before 
the leaves emerge. The fruit is similar tasting to blueberries and 
is a favorite of birds, especially Cedar Wax Wing.  Autumn foliage 
is orange-red.  One explanation for the origin of the name 
'serviceberry' notes that the flowers bloomed about the time 
roads in the Appalachian mountains became passable, allowing 
circuit-riding preachers to resume church services. A similar 
explanation says that blooming serviceberries indicated the 
ground had thawed enough to dig graves, so burial services 
could be held for those who died in the winter. Shadberry refers 
to the shad runs in certain New England streams, which generally 
took place about when this plant blooms.
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1. Green Ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica).
The Green Ash is the most widely distributed of American ash 
trees and is well represented in the city of Dillon. Over 60% of 
the trees in Dillon are green ash trees.  It is a medium sized tree 
that reaches a height of 30 – 50 feet, and a diameter of 20+ 
inches. This tree is extremely hardy to climatic extremes and 
once established will tolerate dry sterile soils.  The trees have 
poor form and need to be pruned early to make them look good. 
The leaves start to turn yellow in mid fall and drop in October.  
In 2002 the emerald ash borer beetle arrived in the United 
States from Asia and has since been responsible for the death of 
hundreds of million ash trees in the Midwest, South, New 
England and Canada. In 2013 it was discovered in Colorado and 
it is only a matter of time before it arrives in Montana.

2. Accolade Elm (Ulmus x ‘Morton’)
Veritably the standard against which the merits of other shade 
trees were measured, the American Elm provided the ultimate in 
stateliness and beauty, making it the single most popular shade tree 
for lawns and city streets. The American Elm was once one of 
America's most dominant boulevard trees until the arrival of Dutch 
Elm disease. Trees in areas unaffected by Dutch Elm disease can live 
for several hundred years and commonly grow to 100 ft. tall with a 
trunk 4 ft. in diameter supporting a high, spreading umbrella-like 
canopy.  The American Elm was an essential part of our natural 
landscape and cultural heritage throughout the first few centuries 
of our history, and it was in fact the first symbol of our national 
independence. A fine example had stood in Boston as the famous 
"Liberty Tree," an emblem of promise and a gathering site for 
patriotic citizen’s intent on independence, until British soldiers 
destroyed it as a final act of hostility during a hurried retreat in 
1775.

3. Hopa Crabapple (Malus, 'Hopa'). 
I imagine that it was hard for the builders of Dillon’s 
library to select a tree that would be able to 
compliment such beautiful architecture, but by 
choosing the Hopa Crabapple tree they more than met 
the challenge. They are native to the temperate zone 
of the Northern Hemisphere and are found throughout 
western Montana. Standing anywhere from 10 to 25 
feet tall, these trees are aesthetically valuable and 
imposing. Their small, bright red to crimson apples are 
quite sour but are regarded in Southeast Asia as a tasty 
condiment. And, did you know that legend has it that 
Ted Turner proposed to Jane Fonda under this particular tree? This tree is very well-suited to 
and appreciated in Dillon.  
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10. Mayday Cherry (Prunus padus).
The Mayday tree, sometimes called the bird cherry, is a 
small deciduous, often multi-stemmed tree. It can grow to 
a mature height of 15 to 30 feet, and spread to 20 feet. It is 
one of the first trees to leaf out in the spring. Mature bark 
is gun metal grey. Flowers are white and very fragrant and 
appear in May after the leaves have emerged. Black berries 
appear in late summer. Leaves are yellow in the fall, but 
some years they appear with a little red.   A couple of 
interesting facts: in some parts of Yorkshire it is called 'wild 
lilac' due to its spikes of white flowers in spring; like wild 
cherry, the spring flowers provide an early source of nectar 
and pollen for bees, while the cherries are eaten by birds 
including the blackbird and song thrush, as well as 
mammals such as the badger, wood mouse, yellow necked 
mouse and dormouse. The black fruits can be used for making liqueur or dyeing wool.

11. Honey locust (Gleditsia triacanthos). 
The honey locust is a valuable tree in the urban 
environment due to its tolerance of road salt and 
adaptability to alkaline soils. The open branching structure 
provides dappled shade. The small bright green leaves, 
turning golden yellow in fall, are easily dispersed by the 
wind making this tree highly desirable for its low 
maintenance.  Despite its name, the honey locust is not a 
significant honey plant. The name derives from the sweet 
taste of the legume pulp found in the large flat seed pods 
of native or thorny honey locust which was used for food 
by Native American people, and can also be fermented to 
make beer.  A highly recommended variety developed by 
NDSU, ’Northern Acclaim’ is both thornless and sterile (no 
seed pods). These trees perform best when given plenty of 
moisture.

12. Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa). 
Montana’s State Tree is well known for its contribution to our 
forested landscapes, State Parks, and the lumber and paper products 
that helped build our great state. Younger trees have a heavy, thick 
black bark and the older trees have large jigsaw puzzle shaped plates 
of yellow bark. The heavy bark is the tree’s natural armor against fire.  
This tree is known for exuding a pungent resin smell on warm days 
described as the “smell of baking cookies.”  Pyramidal in shape when 
young, as they grow (up to 70 feet in our area) they shed their lower 
limbs. The needles are 5-10” long growing in bunches of 3 and have a 
turpentine smell when crushed. These stately trees can live up to 600 
years in the mountains.  Birds love these trees, especially the western 
tanagers, sparrows, mountain bluebirds and northern flickers.  Hawks 
and owls like to perch in the high branches as well.
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7. Spring Snow Crabapple (Malus ‘Spring Snow’). 
Spring Snow crabapples can be found from the east coast all the way 
through the interior states. Whether its spring, summer, fall, or 
winter, these trees remain highly attractive. While typically fruitless, 
when they flower wonderful aromas filter throughout our 
community and white flowers envelope city landscapes—hence the 
name ‘Spring Snow’. The trees can reach a height of 25 feet and a 
width of 15. Spring Snows have adapted to compacted urban soil 
and are also drought resistant—the latter being important for 
survival in our community. As Katrina Miller said so eloquently, 
“Time spent among trees is never wasted.” Time spent with Spring 
Snow Crab Apples is never wasted.

8. Horse-chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum). 
The horse-chestnut is an attention-grabbing specimen in the spring. 
It is one of the first trees to leaf out as the temperatures warm up, 
and beautiful clusters of white or pink flowers grow in early to mid-
May.   It may grow to 70 feet tall with a domed crown of stout 
branches.   Foliage is a bright red-gold in fall. The leaf scars left on 
twigs after the leaves have fallen have a distinctive horseshoe shape, 
complete with seven "nails."  The fruit shell is a green, spiky capsule 
containing a nut-like seed called conker or horse-chestnut.   
"Conkers" can be a food source for squirrels and deer and in Britain 
and Ireland are used for the popular children's game, conkers.  

9. Canada Red Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana).
This small ornamental is a good choice for parks and planting beds. 
As a single stem tree it is 25 foot tall by 25 foot wide at maturity. 
Young emerging leaves are bright green turning to a deep maroon 
color as they mature. There are other ornamentals with deep red 
colored leaves but none have the striking multi-colored look of this 
tree as the new leaves emerge in late spring contrasting with the 
older reddish-colored leaves. Flowers are a white to pale yellow 
and very aromatic. The dark purple fruit is a favorite food of 
wildlife, especially birds. The fruit is edible and can be used to make 
jellies, jams or for baking. The main trunk is nearly smooth and also 
gray in color. Ornamental cherry trees are often selected for their 
flowers, but this Chokecherry is also selected for its toughness and 
leaf color. 
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4. Hawthorn (Crataegus sp.).
Crataegus means "hardness" in latin.  The Hawthorn is usually 
less than 30 feet tall and can live to be hundreds of years old.  It 
is distinguished by its waxy dark green leaves, white or pink 
flowers, and small green berries which will ripen to clusters of 
shiny, red orbs.  In Gaelic folklore, hawthorn 'marks the entrance 
to the otherworld' and is strongly associated with the fairies. 
Lore has it that it is very unlucky to cut the tree at any time other 
than when it is in bloom; however, during this time it is 
commonly cut and decorated as a May Bush. This warning 
persists to modern times; it has been questioned by folklorist 
Bob Curran whether the ill luck of the De Lorean Motor Company 
was associated with the destruction of a fairy thorn to make way 
for a production facility.

5. Amur Chokecherry (Prunus maackii). 
Amur Chokecherry is pyramidal when young but ultimately 
forms a 30 to 40-foot-tall tree with a dense, rounded canopy 
which provides light shade below. The deciduous leaves are 
three inches long and are joined in early to mid-May by an 
explosion of white, fragrant flowers in two to three-inch-long 
racemes. The tiny black fruits which follow ripen in August and 
are quite attractive to birds. The bark is on young branches is a 
handsome cinnamon brown peeling off in shaggy masses on 
the trunk, on older branches it is often is an attractive brown 
with minimum exfoliation. This tree has one of the most 
attractive bark features of any tree in North America.

6. Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa).
If there was ever a “man’s tree” the Bur Oak would be the tree - 
slow to mature but hard to get rid of. Bur Oak can live for 
hundreds of years. This large, slow-growing, tree can grow to 
over 100 feet tall.  It is a fire-resistant tree, and possesses 
significant drought resistance by virtue of a long taproot.  Bur 
Oak leaves are narrower near the attachment, and three times 
as wide near the end as leaves of other oaks.  Also unique to this 
Oak are the fringed or hair-like burs protruding from the acorn 
cap, giving it its name.   Although a somewhat hard tree to 
transplant, this zone 3 tree does well in our alkaline soils. 
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